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man from criticism in the columns of THE LANCET. The

analysis of certain quack remedies was the protoplasmic
Origin of an enormous organisation-THE LANCET Special
Analytical Commissions-while the editorial note upon a

sudden death occurring at a hospital was doubtless inserted
as a proof that the doings within those fastnesses of pre-
judice and secrecy were open to the editorial gaze.

It was characteristic of the young journalist that he should
never have considered whether he had a legal right to pub-
lish Sir Astley Cooper’s lectures. His intentions were good,
and he would have expressed them somewhat in this way:
&mdash;I will publish the lectures of the hospital surgeons and
physicians to their classes ; if they are good so much the
better for the profession at large who will read them in my
pages and for the students who have paid to listen to them ;
if they are bad their publication will let my audience-which
I mean shall be the whole of the medical profession-see that
the students are being taught by men unfit to hold the posts
for which they are paid, and to which they had been corruptly
elected. It was a good example of fairness on Wakley’s part
that he should have selected Sir Astley Cooper as the first
lecturer to be introduced to the medical public. Sir

Astley Cooper was then at the zenith of his fame. He
was a splendid lecturer, with enormous experience to draw
upon and lucid methods of presenting his facts, so that the
issue of his lectures was a real boon to the profession. Had

Wakley desired he could have selected as a specimen a
lecturer belonging to the privileged and highly paid classes,
some inept bungler-there were such in those days,-and
have reported him and criticised him simultaneously. But he
desired to inform as much as to reform, and whatever his
legal position might have been in the matter, consideration
of which will form the subject of our next chapter, the
great value that the publication of such lectures was to

the medical world is beyond all doubt.
(To be continued.)

ARMY MEDICAL REPORT FOR 1894.

(FIRST NOTICE.)
THE issue of the Army Medical Blue-book has followed

closely on the heels of that of the navy. The date of the

prefatory letter of the Director-General to the Secretary of
State for War is Dec. 4th of last year, but the repcrt has
only just appeared. In addition to the usual statistical and
tabular statements on the health and sanitary condition of
the army for 1894, the volume contains a dozen papers of
professional interest, together with a record of meteorological
observations at Netley and stations abroad for the year, and
announcements connected with the Parkes and Alexander
Memorial Prizes.
As regards the health statistics of armies, and of the

British army in particular, it has to be borne in mind that
there are several reasons why these should differ from
statistical deductions derived from other sources. The young
men entering our own army, for example, are selected as
healthy and fit for military service to begin with, and they
are invalided out of the service when they become unfit
or attacked with diseases which are either incurable or

likely to become chronic, fatal, or to seriously impair their
military efficiency. The military differs from the civil popula-
tion of the United Kingdom in that soldiers having to serve
in different climates are exposed to various climatic causes
of disease, the results of which are frequently manifested at
later dates, so that from these and other causes it is difficult
to obtain any really correct and reliable bases of comparison
between military bodies and other communities. The army
of this country, too, with its various colonies and depend-
encies, differs from the armies of other nations, and an exact
basis of comparison can only be properly instituted between
regiments or bodies of men who have gone through similar
environing conditions or been similarly circumstanced in their
military service. There is no other army that is placed

under the same conditions as that of this country ; the army
of France somewhat resembles that of England in this

respect, but that of Germany scarcely does so at all.
Turning, however, to the health of the British army at home

and abroad we are told that the statistics of the troops serv-
ing in the United Kingdom during 1894 compare favourably
with those of the preceding year. There were, however, 11
cases of small-pox, the highest number recorded in any year
since 1888; but there was a marked decrease in the other
eruptive fevers. Enteric fever also shows a definite decrease,
although an outbreak of the disease attributable to water-
pollution occurred at Caterham. Influenza shows a large
decrease in 1894 as compared with 1893, and venereal disease
also declined. As regards the colonies the general health
shows improvement in comparison with 1893. This improve-
ment was marked in Egypt and in the Mauritius. At Hong.
Kong there was an epidemic of bubonic plague following the
outbreak at Canton, and our troops did not altogether escape,
although the disease was practically confined to the Chinese.
The rate of sickness in Bengal was increased in 1894 as com-
pared with that of the previous year or the average of the
preceding ten years, the increase being mainly malarial fever
and venereal diseases. Cholera also prevailed. A very severe
outbreak, it will be remembered, took place at Lucknow,
where 144 cases occurred, 97 of which were fatal. The
polluted sand of the filter beds attached to the wells was the
alleged cause of the outbreak in question. The statistics of
sickness in the other presidencies-Madras and Bombay-
also compare unfavourably with those of previous years, the
chief factors being, as in the case of Bengal, malarial fevers
and venereal affections. Enteric fever also contributed
towards the increased rates of sickness and mortality.
The average strength of the European troops at home and

abroad was 203,469 in 1894, and the following shows the
ratios per 1000 of strength :-

While the mortality in the United Kingdom during 1894
was 3’70, and at Gibraltar 2-97, and at Cyprus 3’45 per 1000
respectively, it was 8’61 for Egypt, 8’51 for Bermuda, 10’29
for Mauritius, 17’98 for China, and 16’81 for India.
As compared with the average ratios per 1000 for the

previous ten years we may say that the death-rate for troops
serving at home and abroad was 9’60, for those serving in
the United Kingdom 5-36, Gibraltar 5-01, Cyprus 8-07, Egypt
20-64, Bermuda 10’49, Mauritius 17-55, China 10’65, and
India 16-27 per 1000 respectively.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF
LONDON.

PROPOSED ABOLITION OF EXAMINATION IN
FHARMACOLOGY.

AN extraordinary Comitia of the Fellows of the Royal
College of Physicians of London was held on the 13th int.,
Sir J. RussELL REYNOLDS, Bart., President, being in the

chair.
The REGISTRAR read the gracious reply from Her Majesty

the Queen and from H.R.H. the Princess Henry of Battenberg
to the vote of condolence passed by the College at its last
meeting.
The PRESIDENT stated that a reply had been received from

Sir W. Jenner thanking the College for its congratulations
sent to him on the occasion of his eighty-first birthday.
The College Seal was set to copies of the new College Li,t

for the information of the Registrars of the General Medical
Council.
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On the recommendation of the Laboratories Committee
Dr. G. Sims Woodhead was reappointed Director of the
Laboratories for another year.

Dr. J. A. J. Rice Oxley having entered into a partnership
resigned his Membership of the College and returned his
diploma. The resignation was formally accepted.
A communication was read from the President of the

Birmingham Clinical Board pointing out that, according to
the regulations at present in force, the period of hospital
practice required of candidates was too short ; and on the
motion of the Registrar it was resolved to insert the words
"after having passed the second examination " in the clause
referring to hospital practice.

Dr. NORMAN MOORE then moved the following resolu-
tions :-

1. "That ’Pharmacology’ as a separate subject be omitted from the
Third or Final Examination and the synopsis headed ’Pharmacology’
from the Regulations, and that The Action of Medicinal Agents on
the Body in Health and Disease’ form part of the ’Third or Final
Examination’ in Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery."

2. "That the term Pharmacy’ be substituted for that of’Practical
Pharmacy’ in the Regulations, and that of ’Materia Medica’ for
’Pharmacology’ in the list of requirements for the Third or Final
Examination, and that the Examination in Pharmacy be written as
well as oral on the subjects of the synopsis headed Practical
Pharmacy,’ but that in paragraph a (p. 19) the words ’medicinal
action’ be added after the word ’ composition."’

3. " That candidates be admitted to examinations in ’Pharmacy’ at
any time after passing the Second Examination and not ’at any time
during the curriculum.’" 

"

4. " That the alterations necessary to bring the Regulations into
accord with the above resolutions be referred to the Committee of
Management, and that if the Royal College of Surgeons agree on their
part, the Regulations be issued."

With respect to the first resolution he pointed out that the
extended synopsis of the scope of the proposed examination
was in the main devoted to the physiological action of drugs;
and he maintained that the action of medicinal agents should
fi,nd a place in the examination in medicine. In the second 
resolution the omission of the word "practical" from
before " pharmacy " would better define this subject, since
candidates were never examined in it practically ; and he
thought that a course of lectures on Materia Medica" " might
well be substituted for the course on ’’ Pharmacology and
Therapeutics " at present required. The expression of opinion
at the last two meetings of the College showed that there was
a strong feeling against the retention of pharmacology as a
separate subject of examination and justified the proposal
to abolish this examination even at so close a period to the
time when the regulation would be operative. Dr. Moore
reminded the College of the deliberations that took place in
the College and in a joint committee of the two Colleges
when the scheme of examinations under the five years’
curriculum was first propounded. Pharmacology was then
given a distinct place in the later period of study, and the
synopsis was drawn up after conference with examiners.
The regulations thus adopted in April, 1893, provided for
four examinations, the fourth being wholly clinical; and in
April, 1895, a plan for conducting this examination was

approved by the Royal College of Physicians. The Council of
the Royal College of Surgeons, however (with whom the
scheme had originated), saw difficulties in the way of
the new scheme, so that in November, 1895, it was

finally resolved to revert to the plan of three examina-
tions, the third taking place at the end of the fifth year
on a more extended basis than at present. There still
remained the subject of pharmacology, which, although
included under the head of medicine, was to be conducted
by special examiners and could be taken by the candidate
after the fourth year of medical study (provided the
anatomical and physiological examination had been passed).
Was it wise to make this addition to the burdens of the
students and would it make them sounder practitioners ?

Dr. KINGSTON FOWLER, in seconding the resolution,
pointed out that as a matter of fact the five years’ curri-
culum really obtained at present, for of the last 100 candi-
dates obtaining diplomas not one had done so after simply
four years of medical study. The average time taken by a
student to become qualified under the four years’ curriculum
was four years and ten months. This seemed to do away
with any necessity for adding to his examinations on the
ground that the curriculum had been extended to five
years.

Dr. THORNE THORNE pointed out that an examination in
pharmacology did not find a place in any other licensing
body, and that although at Edinburgh University the course
of lectures embraced " pharmacology and pharmacognosy, ’
the examination was in "materia medica and therapeutics." i

The original object of extending the curriculum was to give
students more practical work.

Dr. HALE WHITE contended that a lengthy synopsis was a
better protection for the candidate than a brief one, and this
synopsis in pharmacology laid down the lines of examination
in a subject for which the teaching in the schools had been
specially arranged. To reintroduce "materia medica" in

place of " pharmacology " would not diminish the student’s
work, but owing to the lack of precision as to the definition
of the former might materially increase it. The pith of the
matter was, Should candidates have a reasonable knowledge of
the action of drugs, and should they not undergo a better
training than that of learning the empirical reasons for giving
drugs, and might not the proposed scheme give them a
greater interest in the subject ? ?

Dr. LAUDER BRUNTON considered the resolutions to be
retrograde in tendency and injurious to the best interests of
medicine. The College would not gain much credit if it
were so vacillating in these matters. Just when the question
that examinations should be connected with teaching was
being prominently set forth in the proposals to reform the
London University these resolutions proposed that the exami-
nation in a particular subject should not be conducted by the
teachers of that subject. When the scheme was revised it
was decided to substitute for the old " materia medica "

with its useless knowledge of the origin of drugs, &c., the
subjects of " pharmacy and "pharmacology," and it was
hoped to have made the pharmacy examination a practical
one. As to the meaning of pharmacology, it embraced
a knowledge of the action of drugs in health and disease,
and its scope was so wide that it was necessary to limit
it as had been done by this synopsis. Of the value of such
a knowledge he might instance the prescription of digitalis,
the toxic effect of which was the production of symptoms
that one ignorant of the properties of the drug would think
further administration of it was required.

Dr. CURNOW -aid that if the results of experimental
physiology be taken away from pharmacology and also those
of therapeutics, not much would be left. He contended that
the student’s course was hampered by his having to pass an
examination in a subject which was partly physiological and
partly clinical.

Dr. LEECH considered that to make this alteration now
would be very perplexing to the student. The proposal that
examination in pharmacy should be deferred until the second
examination was passed meant that the student would enter
on hospital work without knowing anything about drugs.
The term " medicinal action " only meant what the examiner
chose to make it.
The usual hour for adjournment having arrived, it was

decided by vote to continue the discussion, a motion for
closing the debate made by Dr. Heron and seconded by
Dr. Poore having been withdrawn.

Dr. BURDON SANDERSON feared that the adoption of the
second resolution would increase the burden of the student,
as it would reintroduce materia medica which was not a
subject that it was desirable to emphasise. Nor should the
number of examinations be increased. Drugs should be
handed over to the druggist, whilst the introduction of

purely scientific studies during the period of clinical study
was objectionable. He moved an amendment in this sense,
which was supported by Sir W. BROADBENT, who suggested
that if the first resolution only were passed the working out
of any consequent changes might be left to the Committee of
Management.

Dr. NoRMAN MOORE. having accepted the suggestions of
Dr. Sanderson and Sir W. Broadbent, withdrew Nos. 2 and 3
of his resolutions, and the resolution in its final form was put
and carried by a large majority as follows :-
" That pharmacology as a separate subject be omitted from the Third

or Final Examination and the synopsis headed ’Pharmacology’ from
the Regulations ; and that the alterations necessary in the Regulations
be referred to the committee of management for consideration."

Dr. LEES moved that in one of the two papers in the
medicine examination there be set three questions on

pharmacology and therapeutics.
This was not seconded, and the Comitia adjourned.

UNIVERSITY OF BRUSSELS.-In the list of the
successful candidates for the February examination for the
M.D. degree occur the names of two English medical men-
viz., Charles Robert Watson, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., avec

grande distinction, and Robert Edwards, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.,
avec disinction.


